
M I N U T E S 
 

Dane County Cities and Villages Association 
 

September 22, 2021 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  
 Belleville:   
 Black Earth:  
 Blue Mounds: 
 Brooklyn:   
 Cambridge:   

Cottage Grove:  Trustee Melissa Ratcliff 
 Cross Plains:    
 Dane:    
 Deerfield:    

DeForest:  
 Edgerton: 
 Fitchburg:   Mayor Aaron Richardson, Administrator Chad Brecklin 

Madison:  Mayor Satya Rhodes Conway, Deputy Mayor Reuben 
Sanon 

 Maple Bluff:   Trustee Jim Schuler 
 Marshall:    
 Mazomanie:     

McFarland:  President Carolyn Clow 
Middleton: Mayor Gurdip Brar, Alder Susan West, Administrator Mike 

Davis 
Monona: Mayor Mary O’Connor 

 Mount Horeb:   
 Oregon:    
 Rockdale: 

Shorewood Hills:  
Stoughton:  Mayor Tim Swadley 
Sun Prairie:  Mayor Paul Esser, Administrator Aaron Oppenheimer 
Verona:   
Waunakee:  Administrator Todd Schmidt, Assistant Administrator 

Caitlin Stene 
Windsor President Bob Wipperfurth 

 Others Present:  Forbes McIntosh, GPS/DCCVA 
Ann Gryphan, GPS/DCCVA 



Mark Opitz, Greater Madison MPO representative 
Dorothy Krause, Greater Madison MPO representative 
Colleen Hoesly, Greater Madison MPO 
Steve Steinhoff, Capital Area RPC 

     
1. Call to Order. The DCCVA membership meeting was called to order by V. of 

Windsor President Bob Wipperfurth at 5:02 p.m. The meeting was held virtually 
via Zoom technology. Eleven cities and villages were present, which is a quorum.  
 

2. Welcome Comments from the Virtual Host Community (City of Sun Prairie). 
Administrator Aaron Oppenheimer gave welcome comments and spoke about 
new initiatives, projects and growth in the city. He highlighted some revitalization 
projects, as well as the construction of West High School and wastewater 
treatment plant expansion, and the hiring of a sustainability coordinator and 
approval of a transportation planner position. The city is also working on a 
housing study and strategy assessment, a local bus survey and an equity audit, 
among other things. 
 

3. Guest Speaker – Colleen Hoesley, Greater Madison MPO. Colleen Hoesly 
discussed the MPO’s regional transportation plan, which sets the framework for 
the future of transportation in the Madison region. The draft plan will be 
available in spring 2022, with adoption thereafter. She also gave updates on 
other MPO initiatives, including MPO planning assistance to municipalities, the 
Madison region telework survey and the transportation alternatives program. 
Hoesly discussed the MPO’s request to municipalities that they support the MPO 
financially. Four cities/villages are currently providing financial support, four 
villages and town have pledged future support and six cities/villages are 
considering it for future years. Madison Mayor Satya Rhodes-Conway said the 
MPO wasn’t able to achieve the full federal match because of lack of local match, 
and she encouraged other cities/villages to participate to allow the MPO to take 
advantage of every federal dollar available. 
 

4. Guest Speaker – Steve Steinhoff, Capital Area RPC. Steve Steinhoff of Capital 
Area RPC also discussed the regional development framework and the process 
for updating this plan. He also discussed the priorities of the Greater Madison 
Vision, which are: reduce climate change; 2) increase access to opportunities for 
all; 3) conserve tax, natural and agricultural resources – and strategies for how 
and where to grow to align with these priorities. He said housing and 
transportation policies are critical to achieving these goals. 

 
5. Approval of Minutes from Meetings of July 14, 2021. Gurdip Brar (C. of 

Middleton) made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Paul Esser (C. of 
Sun Prairie) and approved on a voice vote. 
 



6. Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Bill Burns (C. of Middleton) prepared a written 
financial report but was not in attendance at the meeting. Paul Esser (C. of Sun 
Prairie) made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report as submitted, seconded 
by Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton) and approved on a voice vote. 

 
7. Reports From External Committees/Boards/Commissions.  

a. Lakes & Watershed Commission (Susan West): Susan West reported that 
they just submitted their proposed budget requests to the county 
executive. Two big items included were: initiatives to address PFAS and 
suggestions to enhance aquatic plant harvesting such as expanding hours 
of aquatic plant cutting and hiring a mechanic to maintain the harvester 
equipment. Forbes McIntosh also noted a public hearing was held earlier 
this month on illicit discharge ordinance and amending stormwater 
management, and he heard little opposition to these proposed county 
ordinance amendments. 

b. Capital Area RPC (Maureen Crombie, Heidi Murphy, Jim Schuler): Jim 
Schuler (V. of Maple Bluff) reported that the bulk of their last meeting 
was discussion on how to implement and communicate the regional 
development framework.  

c. DaneCom Governing Board (Valerie Zisman, Abigail Lowery, Melissa 
Ratcliff): Melissa Ratcliff (V. of Cottage Grove) said there is nothing to 
report. 

d. Greater Madison MPO (Mark Opitz, Doug Wood, Dorothy Krause):  Mark 
Opitz thanked Colleen Hoesly for her presentation. Opitz noted that at 
the next MPO meeting they will be adopting the 2022-26 transportation 
improvement program. They had a public hearing at the last meeting, 
with no public comments received. They will be considering scoring 
criteria for the TIP grant program in the future. 

e. Yahara CLEAN Compact Steering Committee (Carolyn Clow): Carolyn 
Clow (V. of McFarland) said this committee is starting to wind down its 
work and pull together recommendations. Recommendations should be 
forthcoming in late 2021 or early 2022.  

 
8. Legislative/State Budget/General Update. Forbes McIntosh noted that the most 

significant issue right now is redistricting. At the county level, the Dane County 
Redistricting Commission is holding a public hearing tomorrow night on the 
county supervisory district maps, and McIntosh encouraged members to review 
the draft maps. The commission will recommend three maps to the county 
board, which will ultimately select one map. McIntosh said redistricting will be 
the top issue dominating the state legislature this fall. He also noted there won’t 
be very many floor sessions left between now and this spring. 
 

9. Old Business/Updates.  



a. DCCVA/DCTA Shared Services/Procurement Work Group. Ann Gryphan, 
Jim Schuler and Mary O’Connor provided an update on the work group 
activities. One item that was discussed was an email listserv for members. 
There was some discussion about quorum issues, and Bob Wipperfurth 
suggested that the work group discuss this further and examine the issue 
closer and come back with specific recommendations. 

b. DCCVA Roundtables. Wipperfurth asked members if they’d like to see 
roundtables continue and, if so, on what topics. Jim Schuler mentioned 
recodification and how other communities are tackling that. Schuler also 
mentioned later in the meeting broadband expansion as a possible topic, 
how to increase access for residents, what state laws affect this, etc. 
 

10. Membership General Discussion. 
a. Return to in-person meetings. The membership discussed whether or 

when to return to in-person meetings. Virtual DCCVA meetings will 
continue for now, with possible rotating between virtual/in-person in the 
future. Members also gave updates about how their municipalities are 
handling return to in-person municipal meetings. 

b. ARPA funds. Brief discussion. 
 

11. Other Items/New Business.  
a. Dane County Broadband Task Force: Bob Wipperfurth said he is serving 

on the Dane County Broadband Task Force. They have prepared a letter 
they wish to send out in cooperation with DCCVA and Dane County Towns 
Association asking cities/villages/towns to consider allocating some of 
their ARPA dollars for broadband infrastructure. Melissa Ratcliff (V. of 
Cottage Grove), who serves as chairperson of the task force, said the 
county has set aside $5 million for broadband expansion, but these funds 
partnered with funds from other municipalities can go further. The 
membership discussed whether to co-sign the letter from the broadband 
task force. Gurdip Brar made a motion to approve having DCCVA co-sign 
the letter from the broadband task force to municipalities, seconded by 
Carolyn Clow (V. of McFarland) and approved on a voice vote. 

b. Ho-Chunk Recognition: Todd Schmidt (V. of Waunakee) noted that the 
village recently passed a statement acknowledging the land they occupy 
is ancestral territory of the Ho-Chunk Nation.  

 
12. 2021 Meetings.  

• The final DCCVA meeting of 2021 is: Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021, 12 p.m. 	
 

13. Adjourn. Gurdp Brar (C. of Middleton) made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 
6:54 p.m., seconded by Satya Rhodes-Conway (C. of Madison), and approved on 
a voice vote. 

 


