
M I N U T E S 
 

Dane County Cities and Villages Association 
 

July 9, 2025 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  
 Belleville:   
 Black Earth:  
 Blue Mounds: 
 Brooklyn:  Trustee David Berland 
 Cambridge:   

Cottage Grove:  Alder Chris Stoa, Alder Paula Severson 
 Cross Plains:   Administrator Carly Persson 
 Dane:   Trustee Roger Schmidt 
 Deerfield:    

DeForest:  
 Edgerton:   
 Fitchburg:   Mayor Julia Arata-Fratta, Alder Bill Jetzer 

Madison:  Alder Regina Vidaver 
 Maple Bluff:    
 Marshall:    
 Mazomanie:     

McFarland:  Administrator Matt Schuenke 
Middleton: Alder Lisa Janairo, Alder David Lorman 
Monona: Alder Doug Wood, Administrator Neil Stechschulte 
Mount Horeb: President Ryan Czyzewski 
Oregon:   

 Rockdale: 
Shorewood Hills:  
Stoughton:  Mayor Tim Swadley, Alder Jordan Tilleson 
Sun Prairie:  Administrator Aaron Oppenheimer 
Verona:  Administrator Jamie Aulik 
Waunakee:  Trustee Joe Zitzelsberger, Administrator Todd Schmidt 
Windsor President Bob Wipperfurth, Assistant Administrator Jamie 

Rybarczyk 
 Others Present:  Forbes McIntosh, GPS/DCCVA 

Ann Gryphan, GPS/DCCVA 
Jason Valerius, Capital Area Regional Planning Commission 



Melissa Michaud, Capital Area Regional Planning 
Commission 
Alex Andros, Greater Madison MPO 

     
   

1. Welcome and Roll Call. The DCCVA membership meeting was called to order by 
DCCVA President Bob Wipperfurth (V. of Windsor) at 12:05 p.m. The meeting was 
held virtually via Zoom. Fifteen cities and villages were present, which was a 
quorum. 

 
2. Introductions and Welcome From Host Community. The City of Middleton 

served as the meeting’s virtual host. Alder Lisa Janairo gave an update from the 
City of Middleton, highlighting the city’s conservancies, priority on building 
affordable housing and updated zoning code (2023). The city is considering a 
community campus project, either modernizing or replacing three key city 
facilities in the downtown.   
 

3. Guest Speaker – Melissa Michaud, Capital Area RPC, CARPC Environmental 
Corridors Report. Melissa Michaud of Capital Area Regional Planning 
Commission gave a report on the CARPC environmental corridors report. The 
report had not previously been updated since 1996. The update has been 
ongoing since 2022, with meetings of a steering committee and document 
review by subject matter experts. In January 2025, there was a public hearing on 
the document, and in March 2025, the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources approved the updated report. CARPC will also be looking to update 
the environmental corridor policies and criteria document this fall/winter. 
 

4. Guest Speaker – Alex Andros, Greater Madison MPO, Update on MPO Projects 
and Initiatives. Alex Andros gave an update on various things happening at the 
Greater Madison MPO. She stepped through the new MPO website and said 
MPO is updating their travel model and will be working on a regional 
transportation plan update in 2026. She said she items – including an electric 
vehicle plan – is at a stop-start due to uncertainty of federal funding, and the 
Safe Streets for All grant is also on hold due to federal funding changes. 
 

5. Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 14, 2025. Alder Lisa Janairo (C. of 
Middleton) made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Aaron 
Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) and approved on a voice vote. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) reviewed 
the financial statements. Neil Stechschulte (C. of Monona) made a motion to 
approve the treasurer’s report, seconded by David Berland (V. of Brooklyn) and 
approved on a voice vote. 
 



7. Vacancies on the DaneCom Governing Board and Resolution Recognizing Paul 
Esser and Brett Halverson. Bob Wipperfurth reported that Sun Prairie Mayor 
Paul Esser did not seek re-election this spring; he had been serving as one of 
three DCCVA appointees to the DaneCom Governing Board. DCCVA also recently 
learned that Mount Horeb Trustee Brett Halverson, also a DCCVA appointee to 
DaneCom Governing Board, is stepping down from his role on the Mount Horeb 
Village Board. That leaves two vacancies on the DaneCom Governing Board to be 
filled by DCCVA. DCCVA prepared two resolutions, recognizing Esser and 
Halverson for their service on the Governing Board. Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of 
Sun Prairie) made a motion to approve the resolutions honoring Paul Esser and 
Brett Halverson, seconded by Joe Zitzelsberger (V. of Waunakee) and approved 
on a voice vote. Wipperfurth thanked all DCCVA appointees. 
 

8. Reports of External Committee/Board/Commission Appointees 
a. Lakes & Watershed Commission (David Clutter) – Forbes McIntosh 

reported that the Lakes and Watershed Commission is expected to put 
forward 2026 budget recommendations in the next month or two. 

b. Capital Area RPC (Maureen Crombie, Heidi Murphy, Jim Schuler) – No 
additional items to report. 

c. DaneCom Governing Board (Valerie Zisman) – No report. 
d. Greater Madison MPO (Doug Wood, Adrienne Nienow, Bill Jetzer) – No 

additional items to report. 
e. Dane County Broadband Task Force (Bob Wipperfurth) – No report. 

 
9. Legislative and Budget Update – Forbes McIntosh – As time did not permit for a 

full report, McIntosh reminded DCCVA members that the DCCVA weekly report 
provided a detailed summary of approved 2025-2027 biennial state budget items 
impacting municipalities. On a regional level, McIntosh reported of Dane 
County’s upcoming fiscal challenges with the projected $31 million deficit going 
into the 2026 county budget process, a deficit situation realized since the County 
passed its 2025 budget last October. The County Executive has requested 
agencies submit budget proposals assuming a four percent reduction. McIntosh 
said DCCVA would be monitoring the budget process for possible impacts to the 
membership. 
 

10. Old Business. No old business. 
 
11. Other Items/New Business 

a. Clean Lakes Alliance – Renew the Blue partnership. The Clean Lakes 
Alliance is convening the Renew the Blue partnership of stakeholders to 
improve area water quality. This initiative started in 2022 and the Clean 
Lakes Alliance is asking participants to renew their commitment and 
reconvene the group. DCCVA has been invited to participate in this 
renewed partnership, which includes two delegates on a Renew the Blue 



council, one from the DCCVA Executive Committee and one from DCCVA 
membership, as well as a financial contribution. Mayor Julia Arata-Fratta 
(C. of Fitchburg) made a motion to have DCCVA renew its commitment to 
the Renew the Blue partnership with its funding commitment, seconded 
by Lisa Janairo (C. of Middleton) and approved on a voice vote. DCCVA is 
seeking one DCCVA member to serve as a delegate to the Renew the 
Blue. 

 
12. Membership General Discussion: 

a. Suggestions for speakers for future meetings, roundtable discussions or 
special events. Wipperfurth welcomed suggestions on virtual roundtable 
discussions. He said he has had some inquiries about a roundtable on 
short-term rentals in Dane County. Neil Stechschulte (C. of Monona) said 
a court decision relating to STRs (Wisconsin Realtors Association vs. City 
of Neenah) has just been released. He agreed to send the court decision 
to the DCCVA office for wider distribution.   

 
13. 2025 DCCVA Meeting Schedule: 

o Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025, 5 p.m. – In person (Village of Windsor, 
Windsor Village Hall) 

o Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2025, 12 p.m.  – Virtual (City of DeForest host) 
 

14. Adjournment. Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) made a motion to adjourn 
at 1 p.m., second by Ryan Czyzewski (V. of Mount Horeb) and approved on a 
voice vote. 

 
 


