
M I N U T E S 
 

Dane County Cities and Villages Association 
 

May 13, 2020 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
  
 Belleville:  President Roger Hillebrand 
 Black Earth:  
 Blue Mounds: 
 Brooklyn:   
 Cambridge:   
 Cottage Grove:  Trustee Melissa Ratcliff 
 Cross Plains:   Administrator Bill Chang 
 Dane:    
 Deerfield:   President Greg Frutiger 

DeForest: President Judd Blau, Administrator Steve Fahlgren 
 Edgerton: 
 Fitchburg:    

Madison:  Deputy Mayor Leslie Orrantia 
 Maple Bluff:  
 Marshall:    
 Mazomanie:   Clerk/Treasurer Sue Dietzen  

McFarland:  President Brad Czebotar 
Middleton: Mayor Gurdip Brar, Administrator Mike Davis, Assistant 

Administrator/Finance Director Bill Burns 
Monona: Alder Doug Wood, Administrator Bryan Gadow 

 Mount Horeb:  Trustee Ryan Czyzewski, Trustee Jason Fendrick 
 Oregon:   Director of Planning and Zoning Elise Cruz 
 Rockdale: 

Shorewood Hills: President Dave Benforado, Trustee Laura Valderrama, 
Trustee Tracy Bailey 

Stoughton:  Mayor Tim Swadley 
Sun Prairie:  Mayor Paul Esser, Administrator Aaron Oppenheimer 
Verona:   
Waunakee:  Administrator Todd Schmidt 
Windsor President Bob Wipperfurth, Administrator Tina Butteris 

 Others Present:  Forbes McIntosh, GPS/DCCVA 
Ann Gryphan, GPS/DCCVA 



Steve Steinhoff, Capital Area Regional Planning 
Commission 

     
1. Call to Order. The DCCVA membership meeting was called to order by V. of 

Windsor President Bob Wipperfurth at 5:34 p.m. The meeting was held virtually 
via Zoom technology. Eighteen cities or villages were present, which is a quorum. 
 

2. Amendment of Bylaws to Allow Virtual Meetings. DCCVA President Bob 
Wipperfurth (V. of Windsor) said DCCVA leadership suggests amending DCCVA 
bylaws to specifically allow for virtual meetings due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Proposed changes to the bylaws were provided for consideration. The proposal 
calls for amending the bylaws in two places.  
 
Motion 05-08-2020 to Amend DCCVA Bylaws: 
 
Article VI – Meetings; A. Voting & Quorums: Item 2  
 
2. Regular and special meetings may be conducted informally, in-person or 
virtually, and binding votes may be taken and received under whatever 
procedure the President deems appropriate until individuals authorized to 
represent any two or more members request that the meeting be conducted in 
strict accord with the By-Laws. In that event, then only authorized 
representatives of members may conduct business and vote. The current version 
of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern all proceedings. Except to the extent 
these By-Laws provide otherwise, all actions of the members shall be 
determined by majority vote of those present and authorized to vote.  
 
Article VI – Meetings; B. Regular Meetings: Item 3  
 
3. Regular meetings shall take place in rotating fashion. It shall be the 
responsibility of the host community, working with the Executive Board, to assist 
with the meeting arrangements. In the event of emergencies or other 
circumstances which the Executive Board deems appropriate the venue of the 
meeting can be held in-person, by conference call or virtually.  
 
Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton) made a motion to amend the bylaws as proposed 
above, seconded by Tim Swadley (C. of Stoughton) and approved on a voice vote. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes from Meetings of Jan. 15, 2020, and March 11, 2020. Judd 
Blau (V. of DeForest) made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, 
seconded by Sue Dietzen (V. of Mazomanie) and approved on a voice vote. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Bill Burns (C. of Middleton) reported there has not 
been a lot of financial activity since the last DCCVA meeting. He is expecting one 



more membership dues payment to come in yet for 2020. The primary expense 
category is for administration/lobbying services and those invoices have not yet 
come in, but so far 2020 is tracking close to projections. Brad Czebotar (V. of 
McFarland) made a motion to approve the financial report, seconded by Gurdip 
Brar (C. of Middleton) and approved on a voice vote. 
 

5. Year in Review. DCCVA President Bob Wipperfurth shared a Year in Review, 
detailing highlights and activities within DCCVA over the past year. DCCVA 
recently allocated $2,000 to support the activities of the Yahara Clean initiative 
for the next two years; DCCVA organized a shared services workshop for 
members earlier this spring but it was canceled due to the COVID-19 outbreak; 
we are in the process of forming a work group to look at commissioning a wage 
study in Dane County; DCCVA has had speakers on various topics at our 
membership meetings, including on the topics of stormwater management, 
responsible bidder ordinances, short-term rental and dangerous animal 
regulations, Census activities, WHEDA and MadREP; DCCVA lobbied on or 
testified at public hearings for state legislative bills that include: 
 

o AB 277/SB 276: Exemption from local zoning ordinances for certain 
transportation project aggregate and concrete product sites (against) 

o AB 283/SB 282: Requiring a local referendum to impose a wheel tax 
(against) 

o AB 306/SB 269: Tax increment reporting errors and property tax 
reimbursement (for) 

o AB 310/SB 291: Holding a referendum to increase a political subdivision’s 
levy limit (for) 

o AB 490/SB 441: Changes to the local levy limit calculation for a political 
subdivision that transfers responsibility to provide a governmental service 
to another governmental unit (other) 

o SB 95: Cost-sharing assistance for property tax assessments (for) 
o SB 96: Actions for excessive property tax assessments (for) 
o SB 97: The submission of information for commercial property tax 

assessments (for) 
 

6. Election of Officers.  
a. President: Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton) nominated Bob Wipperfurth (V. 

of Windsor) to serve again as DCCVA president; seconded by Todd 
Schmidt (V. of Waunakee). There were no other nominations. 
Wipperfurth was re-elected as DCCVA president on a voice vote. 

b. Vice President: Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) nominated Judd 
Blau (V. of DeForest) to again serve as DCCVA vice president, seconded by 
Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton). There were no other nominations. Blau 
was re-elected as DCCVA vice president on a voice vote. 



c. Secretary: Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton) nominated Paul Esser (C. of Sun 
Prairie) to again serve as DCCVA secretary, seconded by Dave Benforado 
(V. of Shorewood Hills). There were no other nominations. Esser was re-
elected as DCCVA secretary on a voice vote. 

d. Treasurer: Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) nominated Bill Burns (C. 
of Middleton) to again serve as DCCVA treasurer, seconded by Todd 
Schmidt (V. of Waunakee). There were no other nominations. Burns was 
re-elected DCCVA treasurer on a voice vote. 

e. Past President or Member at Large: Judd Blau (V. of DeForest) nominated 
Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton) to again serve as DCCVA member-at-large 
on the Executive Committee, seconded by Paul Esser (C. of Sun Prairie). 
There were no other nominations. Brar was re-elected as member-at-
large on a voice vote. 

 
7. Appointment of Nominating Committee. Wipperfurth said he will be looking for 

someone to volunteer to serve on the DCCVA Nominating Committee. Roger 
Schmidt (V. of Dane) had been one of three members on this committee, but he 
did not win re-election to his village president seat this spring. Wipperfurth 
noted that serving on the Nominating Committee is not time-consuming, as this 
committee only meets sporadically as needed to vet applicants for people 
nominated to serve on external boards and commissions serving as a DCCVA 
representative. 

 
8. Reports From External Committees/Boards/Commissions.  

a. Lakes & Watershed Commission (Tracy Bailey): Tracy Bailey (V. of 
Shorewood Hills) said this commission has not met recently and there is 
no report. 

b. Capital Area Regional Planning Commission (Maureen Crombie, Heidi 
Murphy): Forbes McIntosh reported that one of the USAs that CARPC was 
going to vote on was moved to the fall. CARPC is meeting tomorrow night 
and will have a public hearing on amendment to the Dane County Water 
Quality Plan and Land Use/Transportation Plan in Cottage Grove. 
McIntosh also discussed CARPC and MPO move into shared office space 
outside of the city-county building. McIntosh also discussed the 
rebranding initiatives of both CARPC and MPO. Steve Steinhoff said in 
addition to the Cottage Grove requests, tomorrow’s CARPC meeting will 
also discuss revising the sewer service area boundary and environmental 
corridors in the Cross Plains Urban Service Area. Steinhoff also said the 
City of Fitchburg is working on a USA amendment and noted that 
development hasn’t seemed to slow despite COVID-19, based on USA 
amendments or sewer service extension requests. Steinhoff also said 
watershed planning is continuing at Starkweather Creek. 



c. DaneCom Governing Board (Valerie Zisman, Abigail Lowery, Melissa 
Ratcliff): Melissa Ratcliff (V. of Cottage Grove) said the governing board 
hasn’t met since January and there is no new report. 

d. Madison Area Transportation Planning Board (Mark Opitz, Doug Wood):  
Doug Wood (C. of Monona) said the Madison Area Transportation 
Planning Board has hired a consultant on a rebranding project to rebrand 
the MPO and ride-share program. The board has approved new names of 
Greater Madison MPO and Ride Share Round Trip. The board has also 
approved a new intersection near the Ho-Chunk casino, which is a 
dangerous intersection, with construction slated to take place 2021-22. 

 
9. Appointments to External Committees: Bob Wipperfurth said DCCVA is still 

seeking someone to serve as a DCCVA representative on the Capital Area 
Regional Planning Commission. Bruce Stravinski (V. of Windsor trustee) has 
decided to step back from some of the external boards and commissions he had 
been serving on. Wipperfurth said it is important that DCCVA not leave this 
CARPC seat vacant, and anyone interested in serving or nominating someone 
should contact Forbes McIntosh or Ann Gryphan at the DCCVA office. According 
to DCCVA bylaws, nominees should be an elected official. However, if no elected 
official steps forward who is willing to serve, DCCVA may appoint a non-elected 
official to serve on CARPC. Nominees must reside within the city or village from 
which they were nominated. In related news, the Madison Area Transportation 
Planning Board recently sent out an email saying Doug Wood has been re-elected 
to serve on the MPO board for another term. 
 

10. COVID-19 Update and DCCVA Response. Wipperfurth said the DCCVA Executive 
Committee has been discussing the current COVID-19 pandemic and what DCCVA 
might do in response, if anything. One idea was to have DCCVA host a weekly call 
with updates on the current situation, however some wondered whether there is 
“information overload” right now with a lot of information and guidances being 
released by multiple sources – locally, regionally and nationally. Leslie Orrantia 
(C. of Madison) said that as the situation improves and the region pivots to 
recovery there might be opportunities for coordination on local recovery. 
Wipperfurth and Brar expressed support for watching in the future on how 
DCCVA could provide assistance to cities and villages in the economic recovery 
and reopenings. Brad Czebotar (V. of McFarland) said there are too many phone 
conversations now about the pandemic to be adding more, but DCCVA could 
highlight certain conversations that are happening, such as how municipalities 
are responding relating to extra sick leave. Judd Blau (V. of DeForest) noted that 
the League of Municipalities might decide to discontinue their COVID stakeholder 
calls now that the rest of the state has reopened, while Dane County remains 
under its own Safer at Home order. Blau also said cities and villages will need 
assistance/information on how best to recover economically. Leslie Orrantia said 
there might be another federal stimulus package that could provide dollars 



directly to cities, villages and towns and the City of Madison is working on an op-
ed message discussing the need for financial assistance to municipalities. She 
said it might also be worth asking the county for dollars from their CARES Act 
allocation. Gurdip Brar (C. of Middleton) made a motion authorizing the 
Executive Committee and Forbes McIntosh to write a letter on behalf of DCCVA 
advocating that the state of Wisconsin and Dane County keep cities and villages 
in mind when they’re looking at how the CARES Act funding is being apportioned 
and that DCCVA is willing to offer support in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic 
in any way possible, seconded by Roger Hillebrand (V. of Belleville) and approved 
on a voice vote. 

 
11. Resolution – Expressing Appreciation to Bruce Stravinski for His Service on the 

Capital Area Regional Planning Commission. A resolution recognizing Bruce 
Stravinski (V. of Windsor) was presented. Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) 
made a motion to adopt the resolution as presented, seconded by Gurdip Brar 
(C. of Middleton) and approved on a voice vote. 
 

12. Resolution – Expressing Appreciation to Susan West for Her Service on the 
Dane County Lakes and Watershed Commission. A resolution recognizing Susan 
West (C. of Middleton) was presented. Aaron Oppenheimer (C. of Sun Prairie) 
made a motion to adopt the resolution as presented, seconded by Judd Blau (V. 
of DeForest) and approved on a voice vote. 
 

13. Yahara CLEAN Compact Steering Committee – DCCVA representative – Bob 
Wipperfurth (V. of Windsor) has been attending these meetings. DCCVA is 
seeking someone who would be willing to represent DCCVA on this steering 
committee. Under the Yahara CLEAN Compact, participants are working on a plan 
to eliminate runoff into the local lakes. It is preferable to have the appointee to 
this steering committee be an elected official. 

 
14. Legislative Update. Forbes McIntosh reported that the State Senate was 

supposed to meet in March but that was canceled due to the pandemic. There 
was talk of the Senate meeting one last time for 2020 in May, then it was pushed 
back to maybe June. Tax collections and state revenues are expected to be down 
due to the pandemic; a Wisconsin Fiscal Bureau report is forthcoming. The state 
is not allowed to operate at a deficit, so there might be a need for the legislature 
to meet in coming months on a budget repair bill. Forbes said potentially 
anything could be on the chopping block.  
 

a. The DCCVA membership also discussed the powers of the local health 
departments to issue public health orders. Laura Valderrama (V. of 
Shorewood Hills) said municipalities could be doing more to support 
constituents’ mental health during these difficult times; members shared 
various resources. Dave Benforado (V. of Shorewood Hills) said dealing 



with the pandemic will be a big undertaking and it will be important for 
municipalities to both temper expectations for a quick reopening and 
keep optimism up. 

 
15. Next Meetings.  

• Wednesday, July 15, 2020, 12 p.m. – Village of Mount Horeb 
• Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2020, 5 p.m. – Village of Oreon 
• Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2020, 12 p.m. – Village of McFarland (joint 

meeting with WCMA Region 6) 
 

16. Adjourn. Gurdip Brar made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:51 p.m., 
seconded by Aaron Oppenheimer, and approved on a voice vote. 

 


